Jump to appended: Weekly DevotionalSermon:              “Their Eyes Were Opened”     
   Dedication of Offering 
   *Hymn -           “The Day of Resurrection”                 Page 226
   *Benediction                                                        
                     L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
                      P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 
                      L: “Go now in peace.”                                
   *Extinguishing of candles


 *Postlude 
Worship Service: We welcome you today April 23, 2023, the Third Sunday of Easter!   Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

GREETERS FOR APR. 23rd: Seth Guertin, Shirley Miller, and Sharon Fetterhoff. Greeters for Apr. 30 and May 7: Robert Endy, Brenda Warner and To be announced.
LAY READERS: Apr. 23 - Sue Faust; Apr. 30 - Leon Shaffer; May 7 - Bridget Campbell. If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS: Apr. 23 - Ed & Peggy Berra; Apr. 30 - Marie Herb; May 7 - Donna Novinger. If you cannot lead on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.  The Adult Sunday School class is studying “The Chosen” Season One. Please join us.
PASTOR ON VACATION: Pastor Kris will be on vacation Monday April 24th thru Friday April 28th. Please call the church office if Pastoral assistance is needed. Deke Rider will cover emergency calls during Pastor Kris’ vacation.
ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services.
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                                April 23, 2023

                       Third Sunday of Easter
    Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor 

                  The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
      3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

    Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Hymnal, Bridget Campbell

Video Technician, Seth Guertin

April 23, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM 

Third Sunday of Easter
     (*Please stand as you are able)


 
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       
Announcements                                                                                              
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                      Norine Goss                     

L:  The dawning of each new day is a celebration of creation,
P:  and the dawning of every Lord’s Day is a celebration of Resurrection.   

L:  Come! Let us join the celebration praising God for life itself
P:  and thanking God for the new life we share with the Son.
L: Come! Let us worship!

      *Hymn -                      “He Is Lord”                Page 105
*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)   
Lord, like the disciples on the Emmaus Road we often are blinded by self-pity and overwhelmed by grief so that we fail to recognize your presence. Open our eyes that we may see you in all that we do and wherever our journey through life may lead us. Amen.
       *Assurance of Pardon 
The Psalm: 116:1-4, 12-19 (Responsive)                                  
 L: I love the Lord, for he heard my voice; he heard my cry for mercy.
P: Because he turned his ear to me, I will call on him as long as I live.

L: The cords of death entangled me, the anguish of the grave came over me; I was overcome by distress and sorrow.
    P: Then I called on the name of the Lord: “Lord save me!”
   L: What shall I return to the Lord for all his goodness to me?
 P: I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord.

L: I will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people.

P: Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his faithful servants.

L: Truly I am your servant, Lord; I serve you just as my mother did; you have freed me from my chains.

P:  I will sacrifice a thank offer to you and call on the name of the Lord.

L: I will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of his people,

P:  in the courts of the house of the Lord--in your midst, Jerusalem.

ALL: Praise the Lord.

  Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison) 

      We believe in God our Father - infinite in wisdom, goodness, and love; and in His Son our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; who for us and for our salvation, lived and died and lives eternally - Whose kingdom shall never end. We believe in the Holy Spirit of God, taking the things of Christ and revealing them to us. We believe in the persistence of personality and the immortality of the soul. We look for the victory of goodness over evil, life over death, and the life of the world to come. Amen.
Hymn -            “O Master, Let Me Walk with Thee      Page 451
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614
Scripture:  Luke 24:13-35 (Pg. 121 N.T. Pew Bible)  Sue Faust, Lay Reader           
    Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
 Congregation: Thanks be to God!
        PRAYER REQUESTS*     *(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

Barbara  & Dennis Croutharmel;  Sally Baker;  Chris Herb Jr.;  Ed Dobbin; Diane Shaffer; Carl Miller; Gail & Charlie Shertzer; Sarah Graff, Colleen Bublitz; Gary Miller; Dennis Leitzel; Barbara Lauver; Neva Cichy; Hannah Gonder; Kayla Gonder; Marissa Faust; Mary Cooke; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Esther Masser; Sue Maichle; Aliyia Shoop; Lori Graeff;  Deb Castellani; Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Karen Kahler; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Ruth Boyer; Henry Hassinger; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm; Jerry Valentine; Janeal Yerger; Peyton Simmers; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Bob Pottiger; Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Jake/Sandy Hale; Greg Gelnett;  Frank Kitchen; Kenny Minnich; Erin Santigo; Dustin Ramberger; Rick Miller; Stanley Moose; Pat Scheidler; Tracey Knauss; Josephine Stoneroad; Nancy McElrath;  Bonnie Bechtel; Tom Little;  Dawne Wilks; Don Markel; Randy & Emma Byerly; Elwood Shaffer, (Neva Cichy’s father); Dwayne Miller, Mike & Bonnie Lidle; Kelly Richter; Chad Kitchen, (Hosp); John Lazor, (Gail Shertzer’s brother-in-law); Jay Zerby, (Rachael Bryson’s grandson); Kelly Shutt; Will Porter, (Hershey Med. Center, surgery, Hannah Gonder’s boyfriend); Sarah Stromberg, (Carol Knight’s friend)
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Hannah Klinger; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas; Betty Lebo
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving all around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name that we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep our prayer list accurate, please give the church office updates on people you place on prayer list or if you know of someone whose prayer need has changed. Thank you.
CHURCH CALENDAR
Apr. 23 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
               1:30-3:30PM - G. S. Sister-2-Sister Event

Apr. 24 - 7:00PM - Pastoral Search Committee

Apr. 24-28 - Pastor Kris is on vacation Mon. thru Fri. 
Apr. 30 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online
NO ELDERS MEETING on Mon. May 1st.

DEACONS MEETING on Tues. Apr. 4 at 7:00PM.

ZUMBA meets Mondays 6:00-7:00PM in the social hall.
GIRL SCOUTS meet on various evenings through the week.

Troop 11302 meets 1st & 3rd Sundays 4:30-6:00PM
Troop 11570 and 10728 meet 1st & 3rd Sundays 6:00-7:30PM
Troop 11300 meets 2nd & 4th Mondays 6:00-7:30PM
Troop 11301 meets 2nd Thursday of each month 6:00-7:30PM
BLANKETS AND PILLOWS are needed for the Men’s Bethesda Mission in Harrisburg. If you wish to donate some, please see Jan Quinn as she is taking care of this mission.
PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: 

Our church profile is completed and we are beginning to review candidate profiles. We plan to give more updates as we progress in this process.
LIFELINE PREGNANCY BABY BOTTLES CAMPAIGN begins today thru May 21st. Baby bottles will be available if you wish to participate, please see sign-up sheet or Marie Herb.
FREE COMMUNITY MEAL on Tuesday May 9th, Eat at church only between 5:30-7:00PM. Menu: Ham, Parsley potatoes, Green beans, salad, fruit salad, Dessert. Meals will be eat-in at the church. You are welcome to join us in fellowship. Please reserve meals by Thurs. May 4th. Please see the signup sheet in narthex for food donations and helpers.

The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
                           Weekly Devotional for April 23, 2023

Invocation:

We come Almighty God, seeking your light and your truth.  We need your light because we are surrounded by daily trials.  We need your truth because we are surrounded by all kinds of theories and we don’t know who to believe.  Open our minds and open our hearts that we may be taught by your Word and may be enlightened by your Spirit.  In Christ precious name we pray.  Amen.

Scripture:  Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19; Luke 24:13-35

Sermon:


“Their Eyes Were Opened”

It was about 19 years ago that I went to a ministerium meeting in Hummelstown.  I had my days mixed up and showed up a day early for this meeting.  I knocked on the office door at Hummelstown UCC and the Pastor opened the door.  “I said I’m here for the ministerium meeting.   Am I at the right church?”  He said, “I think you are at the right church, but the ministerium meeting is not until tomorrow.”  I remember he said something to me like, “It’s good to know that I’m not the only one who gets things all mixed up.”  I wasn’t quite sure how to take that!

I am a face person.  I often have trouble remembering names.  I can see a person and know that I know them from somewhere and I can’t let it go until I figure it out.  But, it takes me a while to connect a name to a face.  I meet people all the time and I can’t remember their names, but I recognize their face. When this Pastor opened his office door, I thought I know him from somewhere.  I know that face - but where?

The next day when I showed up for the meeting on the right day and at the right time, we introduced ourselves properly.  I said, “I know you from somewhere, but I don’t know where.  He said, “You look familiar to me as well.”  We went down through a whole lane of events in our past where we might have met. And by the end of the meeting we had it figured out.  We were in two classes together in seminary.  We were both about 10 years younger, so we had aged a bit.  I never knew his name, but I knew the face. 

That Pastor was George Heckard, my husband and he is still putting his foot in his mouth with remarks like the one he made that day when I got my days mixed up.  I’ve learned to know what he means.

It was a few days after the Crucifixion and our scripture describes an incident where a couple of people were walking home to the village of Emmaus.   We do know one was named Cleopas.  It tells us they were discussing all that happened, when Jesus joins them. It adds that they were kept from recognizing Jesus.

Have you ever wondered why they were kept from recognizing him?  Why would Jesus want to keep his identity from these believers?  Perhaps it was to be a teaching experience.  Perhaps He wanted to teach the scriptures and not have them distracted by that amazing fact that he was alive.

So Jesus engages in their conversation and He asks, “What are you talking about to each other, as you walk along?”  And they stop and look sad and ask Jesus if he is just passing through and not heard all the news.

What news? 

They tell him about Jesus of Nazareth, how great a prophet he was, and how the authorities had arranged his death. They also express that they had thought he was to be the one who redeemed Israel. Then they shared how the women found an empty tomb and others verified it.

Jesus calls them foolish because they don’t understand or expect the descriptions of the Messiah to come true in their hearts. And then over the next few miles he explains from the books of Mosses down through the prophets and how they relate to Jesus the Christ.

Jesus reminds them about the Scripture related to the prophecies of the Messiah.  When he reminds them of the Scriptures, He is allowing the scriptures to speak with their own authority.  His identity does not influence the hearers; in fact it may even be negative influence since he seems to be a person that is out of touch with what has happened.

This scripture is an important illustration of the relevance and authority of Scripture and how we should weigh its use in our relationship with God. Scripture contains the information we all need to understand God and his purposes.  If we have trouble reading and understanding the Bible we need to continue to read and pray that the Holy Spirit will aid our understanding like Jesus did for the travelers that day.

The Bible is the primary way that God will speak to you as an individual.  When you take the time to read, the Holy Spirit will give you wisdom and understanding that will make you laugh or cry because you will know that you have been in the presence of the Divine.

Our Scripture mentions the body language of the travelers that day.  They were looking down when they talked to Jesus but, the situation tells us even more. The message the women brought to the group was to go to Galilee.  But these people were headed to the village of Emmaus - most likely home.  That looks to me like they had given up.  They did not expect Jesus.  They were headed back to their old lives. They did not even stay in Jerusalem long enough to solve the mystery of the missing body. Perhaps the Jewish officials would produce it. They did not even stay to hear what the apostles would be doing. They were destroyed and gave up.  Their eyes were clouded by their discouragement and sadness.

I guess it would look pretty bad to me too. The week had started with the triumphant entry into Jerusalem and it seemed like almost everyone was excited.  Then toward the end of the week, Jesus is arrested, trials, there are crowds shouting crucify him, and then he was dead.

Now all their hopes & dreams were as dead as their leader and teacher. The story the women brought raised a little question in their minds but dead people don’t come back. Everybody knows that!  It was pretty clear that the apostles didn’t believe what the women said.   Peter and John did check and found the tomb empty.

So confused and grief stricken these travelers left Jerusalem reminiscing over the good times and the hard times of the past few days.

These two believers were probably not too different from any of us. They were in a time when God did not make sense. They probably wanted to scream questions at the top of their lungs. Why did this happen God?  How could you do this to such a good Man?   What are we going to do now?

I would say that these people were at one of the lowest points in their lives. Just days ago they were on a mountaintop and now they are in the darkest of valleys.  I think it is safe to think that most of us have had questions for God, that we wondered why me, or us?  Wondered why this good person suffered so much or died so young.  I imagine there have been times when we gave up and headed the wrong way until something, or someone came alongside to redirect you.

We are all traveling down life’s road.  Depending on where we are sometimes our hopes and dreams are broken and prayers are unanswered.  When it seems the worst, Jesus comes along and joins us where we are. He walks beside us and encourages us and he never leaves us alone. I don’t know about you, but I often don’t recognize Jesus and his actions until I have reached the end of my trip and I look back.  And I see that Jesus was there with me all the time.

Our travelers reach their destination and Jesus keeps heading down the road. They invite him to come and stay with them.

Jesus never presumes that he is invited into your life. He does not act as if he expects an invitation; he never hints or asks to be invited.  He only enters your life if you freely invite him.

The travelers basically insist that Jesus join them. And he agrees. You never have to ask Jesus to enter your life twice for him to respond.

The light meal is quickly prepared and they sit down for dinner.

Vs. 30 says,  "When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight."

All this time they had been with Jesus, looking at Him, but never seeing Him. Now suddenly, as they eat together, their eyes were opened & they actually saw Him for who He was.  They remembered Jesus in the breaking of the Bread.

I had to ask George where we could have met.  And as we reminisced over our past and then we remembered.

After He left, it says that they asked each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while He talked with us on the road & opened the Scriptures to us?"  I hope that all of us experience a burning deep within us - a burning that leads us to a deeper experience of our Lord.  The Lent and Easter seasons are connected together. We cannot truly understand the new without the darkness and suffering of Lent. The two extremes must go together if we are to move from living just another day, to a day that is alive in Jesus Christ.

We no longer need to have a fear of death, because we have accepted the promises of God, fulfilled through Jesus Christ.

While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us!  For you!  And for me!

Celebrate the good news! Live a life that shouts HALLELUJAH without saying a word!

Amen.

Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer:

Almighty God, make us conscious today of your presence, your goodness and your power.  All our lives you have been leading us, even when we did not know it.  The simple things we take for granted – food, shelter, home and friends, work and play, the beauty of the world we see, the interest of the thoughts we think – all are yours, your gifts to us for our welfare and happiness.  But they cannot do for us all that you desire unless we realize that they come from you.  Open our eyes that we may see you as you are.  You who has formed us for yourself, reveal yourself to us this day.

We come aware of our weakness asking that you make us strong.  You are the Shepherd and we are the sheep of your pasture and we look to you for guidance and care.  In this world so full of unanswered questions and dangers may we find in you a safe refuge.  Be with those who are need of your touch of healing.  We pray for ________________________.  Grant this day and every day that we may experience your peace.  Watch over your creation, so that day in and day out we may find joy in your presence and do your will.  Through Jesus Christ who taught us to pray . . “ Our Father . .  Amen.”

Benediction:

Go in peace and let your faith make a difference.  Encourage one another; and may the grace of the lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you always.  Amen.

